Grand Valley Forum, volume 032, number 19,  December 3, 2007 by Grand Valley State University
Grand Valley State University
ScholarWorks@GVSU
2007-2008, Volume 32 Grand Valley Forum, 1976-
12-3-2007
Grand Valley Forum, volume 032, number 19,
December 3, 2007
Grand Valley State University
Follow this and additional works at: http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/forum32
Part of the Archival Science Commons, Education Commons, and the History Commons
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Grand Valley Forum, 1976- at ScholarWorks@GVSU. It has been accepted for
inclusion in 2007-2008, Volume 32 by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks@GVSU. For more information, please contact
scholarworks@gvsu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Grand Valley State University, "Grand Valley Forum, volume 032, number 19, December 3, 2007" (2007). 2007-2008, Volume 32. 19.
http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/forum32/19
••• 
s: 
0 
::::s 
C. 
DI 
':c 
C 
ID 
n 
ID 
3 
C" 
ID 
., 
w 
~ 
N 
0 
0 
.... 
A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
WGVU TV celebrates 35 years on air 
In December 1972, WGVU TV was born. The television station started 
simply, airing only a few programs in the beginning, a far cry from the 
24-hour schedule currently offered. 
"Public broadcasting itself recently celebrated its 40th anniversary, so 
you can see that WGVU wasn't far behind the birth of the institution," 
said Michael T. Walenta, general manager. 
The station has undergone many changes over the years, including a 
name change, the addition of a second television station, WGVK, and 
most recently, the addition of two new digital stations, DT 11 in Grand 
Rapids and DT 5 in Kalamazoo. 
"As we continue to push into the digital future, we look forward to all 
of the possibilities that await us," said Walenta. "Technology is finally 
catching up with the mission of public broadcasting. Multiple channels 
will allow us to offer more opportunities for education, information and 
entertainment." 
WGVU TV is celebrating 35 years of public broadcasting. 
In February 2009, television will be making a federally mandated switch 
to digital broadcasting. Walenta said over the next year, the station will 
be making sure viewers are aware of the change and its implications. 
"I want to thank everyone who has supported the station for the last 
35 years ," he said. "Public broadcasting could not survive without the 
financial contributions of its members, and WGVU is no different." 
Across Campus 
COIS plans migration 
discussions 
The College of Interdisciplinary Studies has 
selected migration as the topic of next year's 
Campus Conversations series. The college 
invites the Grand Valley community to consid-
er the questions of migration through lectures, 
literature, service, performance and dialogue. 
"It is our hope that these conversations will 
demonstrate the importance of intersectional-
ity between the disciplines by exploring these 
questions, wading into the difficult dialogues, 
and moving through our discussions into 
scholarship and action," said Susan Mendoza-
Jones, director of Integrative Leaming. 
The events will explore the world's changing 
political, economic, environmental, and social 
systems and how they create conditions that 
necessitate the migration of populations from 
one community or ecosystem to another. The 
consideration of migration is not limited to one 
particular topic, but examines the boundaries 
between such issues as humanitarian crisises, 
degrading ecosystems, global conflict, eco-
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nomic opportunity and globalization. 
The Campus Conversation series began this 
fall with a focus on Poverty and Economic 
Justice and has been a collaborative effort 
between 18 offices and programs. Programs 
for the Winter Semester include campus 
lectures by Betty Nguyen from CNN and 
Jeannette Walls, author of The Glass Castle, 
a series of presentations from Felice Yeske! 
author of Apartheid in America and the 
Williams Interdisciplinary Colloquium on the 
Community Reading. 
As planning begins for the 2008-2009 aca-
demic year, the College of Interdisciplinary 
Studies would like to invite the Grand Valley 
community to consider the questions of migra-
tion in their courses, programs, speakers, per-
formances, exhibits and literature. 
"The goal of interdisciplinary and community 
dialogue cannot be realized without engaging 
all of the disciplines and communities of the 
university," said Mendoza-Jones. 
For more information, contact Mendoza-Jones, 
director of Integrative Leaming at x18065. 
Distinguished and 
Young Alumni Award 
nominations sought 
Faculty, staff and graduates of Grand Valley 
are invited to nominate eligible alumni for the 
GVSU Alumni Association's Distinguished 
Alumni Award, the association's most presti-
gious achievement award, and the new Young 
Alumni Award, which honors a graduate with-
in the past 10 years for outstanding personal 
and professional accomplishments. 
Nominations are currently being accepted. 
Nomination forms and complete awards 
criterion can be found at 
www.gvsu.edu/alurnni/awards. 
The deadline for consideration for the 2008 
awards is January 11, 2008. Selection of win-
ners to be honored during ceremonies through-
out the year, will be made and announced 
by the Awards Committee of the Alumni 
Association Board of Directors in February. 
continued on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 Community Reading Project books available 
AWRI helps put a price tag on ecosystems This year's campus Community Reading Project book is The Glass Castle , Jeannette Walls ' memoir of growing up in a dysfunctional family. 
As part of the Community Reading Project, 200 books will be distributed 
to the GVSU campus to encourage community members to read and dis-
cuss the book. The books will be distributed the week of final exams. To 
request a copy of The Glass Castle go to www.gvsu.edu/cois/crp. 
Researchers at the Annis Water Resources 
Institute, along with colleagues in the Seidman 
College of Business and Michigan State 
University, conducted a study to calculate the 
value of green infrastructure in seven West 
Michigan counties. The study, which cov-
ers Allegan, Barry, Ionia, Kent, Muskegon, 
Newaygo and Ottawa counties, puts a prelimi-
nary price tag on critical ecosystem services 
associated with various land uses. 
One of the goals of the Community Reading Project is to promote diver-
sity, inclusion, insight and understanding by creating dialogue and events 
surrounding relevant themes ·and ideas within the books . Program par-
ticipants are invited to take part in discussion groups and campus events 
including a lecture by Jeannette Walls and the Williams Interdisciplinary 
Colloquium on the Community Reading. 
"There is no resource issue of greater impor-
tance than land use change in Michigan," said Al Steinman 
Al Steinman, director of AWRI and principal 
investigator of the project. "It's important that 
Faculty, staff and community members who would like to receive updates 
regarding events and programming for the 2008 Community Reading 
Program should contact crp@gvsu.edu. 
we are as informed as possible when deciding how land is developed in 
the future and this study is a valuable tool in how we make those deci-
sions ." 
United Way winners named 
Results of the study, done in collaboration with the West Michigan 
Strategic Alliance, will eventually be available online. Steinman said the 
interactive Web site will allow users to see a GIS color-coded map that 
places a dollar value on land use in different counties . 
United Way Campaign captains were honored at a thank-you breakfast on 
November 28. Prizes were awarded to some of the captains for their hard 
work on the campaign. 
The winner of a reserved Allendale parking space was Michelle Van Nuil; 
the downtown parking space goes to Ruth Ann Brintnall. Jessica Noble 
and Senez Rodriguez each won a Meadows gift certificate for 18-hole 
rounds each. Min Qi and Sharon Mills each won a $25 Campus Dining 
card. Maja Krcmar and Jon Ruiter each won a $25 Bookstore gift certifi-
cate. Pam Hart received a one-night stay at Alumni House. 
"Hopefully this will be used as a tool to educate elected officials and 
members of local planning and zoning commissions who are making land 
use decisions," he said. 
Elaine Isely, an adjunct research associate at AWRI and Paul Isely, 
assistant professor of economics, also worked on the $65,000 project, 
funded by People and Land and the W.K. Kellogg Foundation. 
These prizes are donated each year by the appropriate departments. 
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Veteran professor bids 
farewell to Grand Valley 
Carl Bajema has taught in the biology department 
since Grand Valley's second year in existence. Since 
1964 he has seen the university grow from a college 
of about 300 students to "a city of our own" with more 
than 23,000. And now he is saying goodbye. But he 
still has a lot of work to do. 
"When I retire December 13, I will not go to the ele-
phant graveyard like some professors," he said. "I have 
a lot of scholarly work left to do. I want to do more 
work related to science education about evolutionary 
processes, as well as a major forest history project 
and the natural and cultural history of the Grand River 
Valley .. . any one of those is a full-time job." 
Bajema has been doing research for years on many 
similar subjects, including the environmental effects 
of early industry, which led to Michigan's logging 
history, which led to still more research on Michigan 
logging railroads. What's more, he loves to do the 
research in the field. Literally. He has been known to 
wade through swamps, as well as hike through and 
map old Michigan logging sites. 
This project has grown from a hobby to a massive 
project, with more than 15 years spent viewing the 
Grand Rapids Public Library's microfilm collection of 
Michigan newspapers dating as far back as 1830. He 
has collected tens of thousands of news accounts. His 
clippings fill about 70 binders, and the collection is 
still growing. He has become well-known around the 
library, and the binders he has contributed have been 
dubbed "The Bajema Files." 
Bajema said one of the Grand 
Valley accomplishments he 
is most proud of is helping to 
convert the local "ivory tower in 
the cornfield" into a university 
with faculty oriented to meet-
ing the needs of students. He 
also helped create many courses 
students take today, such as 
Environmental Science, Human 
Heredity and Genetics, and 
Biology of the People. 
Carl Bajema 
"We made some mistakes, but we did a lot of good 
things," he said. "We're doing a better job at meet-
ing the needs of students than other schools. Three 
of my six children graduated from Grand Valley, and 
I wouldn't have encouraged them to come here if I 
didn't believe this was a good school." 
Bajema said he will miss the students and many of his 
colleagues most. He plans on returning periodically for 
forums and discussions, and interacting with faculty. 
"I will also miss teaching the senior capstone class in 
evolutionary biology," he said. "It's a small class, and 
you can get to know the students. 
Then again, there are some things Bajema won't miss 
as much. 
continued on page 4 
What·s Ahead 
Holiday carillon concerts 
Grand Valley 
State University 
Carilloneur Julianne 
Vanden Wyngaard 
will provide a series 
of free holiday caril-
lon concerts on two 
campuses. 
On Friday, December 
7, at 1 p.m., her per-
formance is on the 
Allendale Campus 
Cook Carillon. The 
Julianne Vanden 
Wyngaard 
tower will be open for tours, refreshments will be 
served and a drawing will be held for door prizes. 
A pre-Christmas Eve carillon concert is planned at 
the Beckering Family Carillon, West Fulton Street 
at Mount Vernon Avenue, on Grand Valley' s Pew 
Campus on Sunday, December 23, at 12:15 p.m. 
Also planned at the Beckering Family Carillon is 
the traditional Christmas Eve concert on Monday, 
December 24, at 9:30 p .m . 
For more information call x13484 or visit www. 
gvsu .edu/music. 
Double bill highlights 
student directors 
A double bill of Grand Valley State University stu-
dent-directed, one-act plays includes Sure Thing by 
David Ives, directed by Whitney Hershberger, and 
The Furies adapted from Aeshylus and directed by 
Hannah Gaff. 
The comedy, Sure Thing, explores the nature of the 
importance of a "first impression" and how you 
need more than a second chance to make it a good 
one. The Furies performances culminate director 
Hannah Gaff's Student Summer Scholar project. 
This adaptation of The Eumenides, the third part of 
Aeshylus' Orestia will transport audiences to the 
ancient ritualistic world of Greece and the dark, 
primal world of the Furies, monster-goddesses of 
the underworld. 
This Performance Studio Series is planned for 
December 7-8, at 7:30 p.m. and December 9, at 2 
p.m. in the Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing 
Arts Center, Allendale Campus. Tickets are all $6 
non-reserved seating. For more information visit 
www.gvsu.edu/theatre or call (616) 331-3668. 
GVSU Athletics hosts 
holiday food drive 
GVSU community members will be able to help 
the hungry during the holidays while supporting 
Laker athletes. During the basketball games on 
December 17 and 24, food items will be accepted 
for donation. For more information, contact 
Courtney Goldschmeding at goldschc@student. 
gvsu.edu. 
Holiday gathering honors 
faculty and staff 
Some 122 faculty and staff members will be hon-
ored for their years of service to Grand Valley at 
the annual Service Award and Holiday Gathering 
on Thursday, December 6. 
Among the honorees will be two staff members 
who will receive 40-year service awards and 10 
faculty and staff who will receive 35-year awards . 
All faculty and staff are invited to attend. The 
gathering will be held in the Kirkhof Center, Grand 
River Room, from 3-5 pm with the award ceremo-
ny beginning at 3:30 p .m. To allow all employees 
to participate, campus offices may close at 3 p.m. 
40-year award recipients: 
Kenneth Fridsma, Financial Aid 
Julianne Vanden Wyngaard, Music 
35-year award recipients: 
Doulatram Chattulani, College of Education 
Carol Garey, Library, retired 
Wayne Kinzie, Counseling and Career 
Development Center 
Harold Larson, School of Engineering 
Faite Mack, College of Education 
Bonnie Maka, Human Resources 
Jitendra Mishra, Management 
Melvin Northup, Biology 
Stephen Rowe, Philosophy 
Beverly Seley, Art and Design 
30-year award recipients: 
Donna Markus , Business and Finance 
Scott Richardson, Human Resources 
Barbara Roos , School of Communications 
Harriet Singleton, Counseling and Career 
Development Center 
Laura VanderBroek, English 
25-year award recipients: 
Andrew Beachnau, Housing 
Thomas Butcher, University Counsel 
Phyllis Gendler, Kirkhof College of Nursing 
William Grimaldi, Facilities Services 
Dellas Henke, Art and Design 
Pat Maxfield, Facilities Services, retired 
Carol Modderman, Library 
Jeffery Musser, University Budgets 
Darlene Peck, Facilities Services 
Ellen Pool , Music 
Michael Stodola, Fieldhouse Management, 
retired 
Timothy VanHouten, Facilities Services 
Douglas Wiers, Facilities Services 
The 20-year award recipients are: 
Marty Abramson, College of Education 
Cheryl Anderson, Computing and Information 
Systems 
Kathleen Blumreich, English 
Tonya Cnossen, Annis Water Resources Institute 
Brandon DeHaan, Public Safety Services 
Glenda Eikenberry, College of Education 
Barbara Fournier, College of Education 
Barbara Hackley, Seidman Dean' s Office 
Soon Hong, Statistics 
Maria Jaramillo-Gonzalez, Registrars Office 
Cheryl Jones, Philosophy 
Jack Kavorik, Facilities Services 
Kay Kline, Kirkhof College of Nursing 
Betty McGhee, Psychology 
Matthew McLogan, University Relations 
David Moore, WGVU 
Donald Pottorff, College of Education 
Kay Reick, Kirkhof College of Nursing 
Elaine Schott, School of Social Work 
Dale Schriemer, Music 
Stephanie Schuler, Library 
Paul Sicilian, Economics 
David Tanis , Chemistry 
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10-year award recipients: 
David Alvarez, English 
Peter Armstrong , Library 
David Bair, College of Education 
Kimberly Barnes , Library 
Rebecca Beechler, Institutional Analysis 
Laurence Blose , Finance 
Patricia Bolea, School of Social Work 
Robert Brown, Facilities Planning 
Julie Chlebo, College of Education 
Jodi Chycinski, Admissions 
Shirley Cunningham, Registrars Office 
Diane DeRyke, Facilities Services 
Catherine Frerichs , Pew Faculty Teaching and 
Learning Center 
John Golden, Mathematics 
Daniel Golembeski, Modem Languages and 
Literatures 
Cathleen Harro, College of Health Professions 
Kenneth Haskin , Facilities Services 
Donna Henderson-King, Psychology 
Eaaron Henderson-King, Psychology 
Randy Hill, Facilities Services 
Veda Hodges , College of Education 
Barbara Hoogenboom, College of Health 
Professions 
Greta Huyser, University Relations 
Shundala Johnson, Facilities Services 
Ann Keister, Art and Design 
Jason Kunnen , Administrative Computing 
Steven Leeser, Facilities Services 
Brenda Lindberg,Accounting 
Earl Loveless , Facilities Services 
William Lucksted, Operations-Pew Campus and 
Regional Centers 
Thomas Michalak, Facilities Services 
Brenda Mitchner, Housing 
Beverly Moore, Facilities Services 
Roderick Morgan, Biology 
Dawn Nagelkirk, Writing 
Timothy Nott, Athletics 
William O'Donnell, Public Safety Services 
John Peck, College of Health Professions 
Timothy Penning, School of Communications 
Timothy Peraino, Operations, Pew Campus and 
Regional Centers 
Patrick Perry, College of Education 
John Philbin , School of Communications 
Christopher Plouff, Career Services 
Kim Roberts , School of Communications 
Sandra Rodriguez, Facilities Services 
Robert Rogers , WGVU 
Mary Bower Russa, Psychology 
Lola Salas, Facilities Services 
Ellen Schiller, College of Education 
John Schlinz, Administrative Computing 
Theodora Scott-Scheiern, Psychology 
Alfred Sheffield, School of Communication 
Ellen Shupe, Psychololgy 
Cheryl Smalley, Statistics 
Steven Snell , Facilities Services 
Vincent St. Germain, Information Technology 
Marilyn Stack, Telecommunications 
Kenneth Stanton, Facilities Services 
Jeanne Stoddard, College of Health Professions 
Diana Szczembara, Institutional Marketing 
Mary Jo Thiel, Counseling and Career 
Development Center 
Anthony Thompson, School of Communications 
Terry Trier, Biology 
Marilyn VanderWilp , Copy Services 
Jeffrey West, Public Safety Services 
Sulari White, Advising Resource Center 
Joann Windberg, Registrars Office 
Paul Wittenbraker, Art and Design 
Michael Wolcott, Facilities Services 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General events 
Mon., Dec. 3 
6:45 a.m.: Yoga in the Workplace. YMCA-
Downtown. Call x12215 for more informa-
tion. 
10 a.m.: Women's Holiday Boutique. KC. Call 
x12748 for more information. 
Noon: Yoga in the Workplace . Cook-DeWitt . 
Call x12215 for more information. 
1 :30 p .m.: "A Little Help From My Friends" 
- Group Therapy. 116B DEV. Call x13266 for 
more information. 
3:30 p.m.: "A Little Help From My Friends" 
- Group Therapy. 204 STU. Call x13266 for 
more information. 
8 p.m.: Symphonic Wind Ensemble . Louis 
Armstrong Theatre , PAC. Call x13484 for 
more information. 
Tues., Dec. 4 
10 a .m.: Women's Holiday Boutique. KC . Call 
x12748 for more information. 
Noon: Fabulous Family Fun . 204 KC. Call 
x12435 for more information . 
1:30 p.m.: "A Little Help From My Friends" 
- Group Therapy. 204 STU. Call x13266 for 
more information. 
3 p.m.: "A Little Help From My Friends" 
- Group Therapy. 204 STU. Call x13266 for 
more information . 
5 p.m.: Family Fun Time. GVSU Rec Center. 
Call x13659 for more information. 
Wed., Dec. 5 
6:45 a.m.: Yoga in the Workplace. YMCA-
Downtown . Call x12215 for more informa-
tion . 
10 a .m.: Women 's Holiday Boutique. KC. Call 
x12748 for more information . 
10 a.m.: BFA/SOC Senior Thesis Exhibits. Art 
Gallery, PAC. Call x12564 for more informa-
tion . 
Noon: Toastmasters. 201 KC. Call x12204 for 
more information. 
Thurs., Dec. 6 
7:30 a.m.: Toastmasters . UClub. Call xl 7337 for 
more information. 
10 a .m.: Women 's Holiday Boutique. KC. Call 
x12748 for more information. 
10:30 a.m.: "A Little Help From My Friends" 
- Group Therapy. 204 STU. Call x13266 for 
more information . 
Noon: Yoga in the Workplace . Cook-DeWitt. 
Call x12215 for more information. 
5:30 p.m.: Fall Awards Ceremony. Pere 
Marquette , KC . Call x121 77 for more infor-
mation. 
VENTS 
Fri., Dec. 7 
1 p.m.: Holiday Carillon Concert by Julianne 
Vanden Wyngaard. Carillon Tower. Call 
x12221 for more information. 
7:30 p .m .: Performance Studio Series. Louis 
Armstrong Theatre, PAC. Call x13484 for 
more information. 
Sat., Dec. 8 
7:30 p .m .: Performance Studio Series. Louis 
Armstrong Theatre , PAC. Call x13484 for 
more information. 
Sun., Dec. 9 
2 p.m .: Performance Studio Series . Louis 
Armstrong Theatre , PAC. Call x13484 for 
more information . 
3 p.m.: Music Department Concert. Sherman Van 
Solkema Recital Hall, PAC. Call xl3484 for 
more information . 
Sports 
Thurs., Dec. 6 
6 p.m.: Women 's Basketball hosts Saginaw 
Valley State University. 
8 p.m.: Men 's Basketball hosts Saginaw Valley 
State University. 
---------------------------•••---------------------------Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the news 
Hermann Kurthen, professor of sociology, was 
interviewed live on November 21 in the WGVU 
Global Connections segment about summitting 
the volcano Elbrus (18 ,510 ft.) in the Caucasus 
and other mountaineering experiences . 
Bopi Biddanda, research scientist at the Annis 
Water Resources Institute , was featured in 
Upwellings, the publication of Michigan Sea 
Grant College Program highlighting contribu-
tions to the summer workshop for educators, 
"Lake Huron: Educations Dive In," organized 
by the Center for Ocean Sciences Education 
Excellence - Great Lakes. 
Sketches 
Cray Mulder, assistant professor of social work , 
and James Edwards, field education direc-
tor for the School of Social Work, presented a 
paper, "An Exploration of Social Work Students' 
Personal and Professional Technological 
Behaviors ," at the Council of Social Work 
Education Annual Program Meeting . Mulder also 
presented another paper, "Global Outreach from 
Grand Rapids , Michigan , to Moshi, Tanzania," at 
the same conference. 
James Edwards, field education director for 
the School of Social Work, conducted a training 
entitled "Assessing Your Digital IQ in Social 
Work Practice" for Michigan State University 
field instructors. 
Elaine Sterrett Isely, research associate at the 
Annis Water Resources Institute gave a presen-
tation, "Great Lakes Submerged Lands Policy 
and Management: A Comparative Analysis of 
Eight States' Coastal and Submerged Lands 
Laws, Regulations, and Policies ," at the 2007 
International Submerged Lands Conference in 
Williamsburg, Va. 
Noreen Savage, administrative assistant at 
College of Interdisciplinary Studies , has recently 
earned her Toastmaster CC - Competent 
Communicator. 
---------------------------•••---------------------------
continued from page 2 
GVFaces continued 
"I'm not going to miss grading projects , I'm not 
going to miss grading exams, and I'm certainly 
not going to miss going to meetings," he said 
with a smile. "But I've been dodging those for 
five years anyway. I was hired to be a scholar and 
teacher, not to go to meetings." 
Bajema looks forward to spending more time with 
his grandchildren, as well as enjoying the 50-foot 
long model train set in his basement. He also 
looks forward to traveling more. He is planning to 
visit Ireland and Scotland in the spring , and hope-
fully Tibet in the fall . 
"I chose Tibet because that 's just about as far 
away from here as you can get," he said with 
another smile. 
He is also ready to do some hiking, map old log-
ging dams and abandoned railroad sites, and other 
archeological Michigan remnants . 
Bajema's retirement party, open to the Grand 
Valley community, will be on December 13 from 
4-6:30 p.m. at the Alumni House. 
